Lewis Henry Webb, 100 Years Ago
April 16, 1959

Rockingham Post-Dispatch Newspaper
Rockingham, NC

Letters Unearthed Writt

Af\ﬂ}’l#oed in November 1858 in Glass Jar

I the Walls' of the Gld Cawkins House. Bl

This House Torn Down in April 1959, and
the-Old Letters Found. They Give a Most
Interesting Insight to 100 Years Ago.

| THE SUNNYSIDE NURSERIES AND' POMOLOGICAL GARDEN
WAS FSTABLISHED IN NOVEMBER, 1859, IN' THE WEBB'
BUT LATEE KNOWN-AS 1HE DAWKINS HOUSE, HALF
A MILE NORTHWEST OF ROCKINGHAM, NORTH' CAROLINA

(By Tsaac S. London, editor Post-Dispateh)’

This stery of a 180-year-old Rockingham heuse is &
imatter. of History. We are starting it with the present,
and then narrating backward. The twe old letters at
the bottom are the meat of‘thie stery.

The property of 229 acres was deeded for $2000 to John Wes-
lay Dawkins on Jan. 15, 1870, by Lewls H. Webb and wife Gattle
of Nancemond county, Virginia.-

John Wesley deeded it to his so¥Lewls- Dawkins. On Nov.
3,.1023, Lew!s and Nella Dawkins decded 40 1-4 acres to T. K.
©Cox: and in 1938 Mr. Cox deeded the house-to his two daugh-
ters Fay and Helen.

In Aprll, 1959, Fay Long and. Helen Sneed.decided t& have
the old story-and-s-half house house torn dowri—it.Rad gorie to
rack and ruln and vandalized. An efficlent workman' Clyde J.
Sfkes was given the job, Tn tearing down-the old-hoise, Mr. Sikes
on April 3, 1959, found a bottle concealed in' the wall,.and In
the bottle were & number of old papers, which) aré; proguced
below.

The Lewls H. Webb referred to was® aboit 3% Ul 1859 and
unmarried. He wasrClerk of Court for Richshofid: county. He wes
* native of Connecticut snd was quite well edncited, judging by
the penmanship. He was Csptain of the Pee Ded’ Guards (Coln-
pany D, 23rd N. C. Regt), that lefc Rockinghasi: June 27, 1861,
for tralning at Garysburg. In his History of this Company, writ-
ten by the late H. C. Wall about 1872, {rom'his riotes and diary,
on page 3 of the Wall sketch (now on ftle- i Seathern Historical
Sketches at the University) is this: refezesies t0° Capt. Lewls H.
Webb.

Wrote Mr. Wall: *I need not omit the fact thai while on
thia trip (to Garysburg In late June 1861), we met with he mis-
fortune of being 3. to military
thro’ the misgulded but revengeful temper of our guondam Capt.
L. H. Webd, Ouz. numerops company” broils, while this dread
functionary held his Tank, need not be chronicled, as they are
Incidents too deeply Impssased to be effaced by tme or clreum-
stances—suffice It to say;- Capt. Webb proved himself unworthy
the office and was therefore prompily ousted and First Lieut-
enant Kaight placed: in command of our Company.")
= A check of-the: Richmond. county. use_records by I.

S. London on April 8, 1959, shows that the 225 acres referred to

atove were bought for $900 from Mrs. Mourning P. Robinson,

widow of Coloniel €harles Rabinson, by Jen W. Teak- ands W

L. Steele—the deed dated January 5, 1858—and presumably

bought for the Sunneyside Nurseries company.

Lewls H. Webb sold the 220 scres Feb. 13, 1861, for 3350 to
his father Wr. G. Webb of Hartford county, Coanecticut. Evident-

e -

— AL 8. LOWDON, W
Bocktagham
Issue of April 16, 193
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as th

will meet with due attention.
LEW'S “- Argus, print”

Source: Genealogy Committee

Richmond County Historical Society

Post Office Box 1763
Rockingham, NC 28380
rchs84@yahoo.com

AuBe S W A g, At s g -
Lewls H. Webb sold the 229 acres Feb. 13, 1861, for 3850 to
his father Wm. G. Webb of Hartford county, Connecticut. Evident-

Iy his father died In a few yewrs, because on- Aug. 1% 1047,-his

brothers W. H. and Walter J. G. Webb gave him a quit claim-deed.
;. Webb. And so did W. G. Webb's widow

i
;
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Wesley to his son Lewis, and then Lewis and wife
T. E. Cox on Nov. 3, 1923 (o zather 40 I-4 acres of he
228)

John Wesley Dawkins died April 6, 1882, at age of 47. He was
2on of Eif and Polly Terry Dawkins—Eli born Oct. 23, 1808, dled
Nov. 14, 1884, and Poily born 1806 and died Sept. 20, 1871. A sis~
ter of John Wesley Dawkins was Klizabeth who married J. A.
McQueen, parents of the late Mrs. Polly McQueer: Bostick. John
Wesley Dawkins had a whisky store on West Washingion atrest,
and he bullt the two-story brick store bullding between the
Hudson shoe shop and the 8-foot narrow Polly McQueen butld-
ing John Wesley was a shrewd trader and though uneducated.
he amassed much property.

Now with the above explanations, le copy the letters and
stems found Aprll 8, 1959, by Clyde J. Slkes while tearlng down
the old Sunnyside Nurserles (Dawkins) building half & mile
northwest of Rockingham: Tt reads llke a story from the dead—
from 100 years sgo; and you should flle and save this April 18,
1956, copy of the Rockingham Post-Dispatch. Maybe all of thiy
read 100 years hence — in 2059 — will make strange reading!
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Itenr 3
varlous letters and items

100 YEARS AGO

Sunnyside Nurserles 1859

Items found in a bottle in the
old Dawkins house torn down by
Clyde Sikes April 3, 1959, Rock-
tngham, N. C.

item 1

Thelr first bill head: “Bought
of Stansll, Steele & Co., Nursery-
men and Florists. Sunnyslde
Nurseries and Pomological Gar-
den, one mile north of Rocking-
ham.”

Ttem B
On reverss side of 13 4x3
inches, written in ink “This is
one of the first cards of this
r,sn‘;bll.shmcnh Nov. 1859.~L. H.
Webb."

On opposite side:

were in another paper, on the
front of which was written
“OPEN & READ."

item 4

A small 5x7 sheet ruled on
b

which was written in Ink:
“To Whomsoever This
May Come:
¢ I come forward snd
or some of my des-
anv are In this vi-

¥
be. Inquirles m: ,
Conneeticut (if no where elsel
may prove successtul”
L. H. Webb
Item 5

(This letter was written in
November, 1859 by Colonel (la-
D

“SUNNYSIDE NURSERIES, ter, Congress W. L. Steele be
and plastered up_In the space over
POMOLOGICAL GARDEN,  the bey-window in this Sunny-
Rockingham, N. C. slde Nurserles honse. Colonel

T.. H. Webb, Azent Walter Steele, was born April 16,
Al orders for frult trees, flow- 723, And died Oct. 16, 1891, and
ers, ornamental shrubbery & ¢, 367ved two terms In Congress




A LONDON, ERETOR.
”w
& of April 16, 1959

Written 1060 Years Ago

#Anno Dem int 1858,
s Jar Novemt <z 17th
wInts bullding © was erected by
House. T Bilneil L Jobn W. Leak,
and  waiter L. ateeh: and mtam“;ﬂ:lg
y Webb (note: 1w
Mo“ Colonsl Steele’s ¢ spelling, thongh
Webb was Lewh ;ﬂﬁe‘;:{bw;:&),
id Louis H. Wel 2
e e W. 1. Webb, Prop-
Tetors of “Sunn v side Nurseries”

¥ . assister 1

. g::g Zebedee Swith and Jim

Mask- 8 raulstu ) the brieklay-

. tng and plaster by :Lewls, o slave
’ of John W. Lead

The foregoing Proprietors en-

weis ®
tered into & par tnetship for the
mesent,  [ICic of raliing frult tress
ters st and ornamental | stirubbery. by
which they belt eved the u;:xﬁ
and soctal advar wenaent of thel
John Wes- oow-citizens 1a bve im-

wite GAMIE  roved and thelr® moral feelings
ey i i o o
can live e atri of 8,
f,'?:-;_m' it way hoped t11at whilst we
iwo daugh- Were improving tihe tastes, and
i “ading 0 the enioyments of
. others, they would I'n thelr turn,
e to' have pive us a substant Lal "guid pro
1ad gorie tow Quo” In the shand” of 3 liberal
v Clyde J. and remunerative  pafronage.
&, Mr. Sikes To enable us to cor wsult the ma-
b and in lerial interest. hen inbefors set
A forth, by showing L0 others our
earnestness and cipaclty in
what we proposed and satisfy-
185 and Ing ourselves, tog. that we
nty. He was “eonld” and “would " do all as
Judging by Promised. this bullding was do-
L - Sened and construc ted. It was
sards (COMi- jnianged as @ specim +m of rural
me 21, 1861, iacte and srchiteckvre, to be
apany, Writ-  surrounded by shrub biery, taste-
s and dlary, fully lad oui, and t:m“i.u aurlrog
tortcal examples of the bomul
;‘:,E;zm 1. be followed by our f rlends, and
a pleasent retreat fe:T ourselves
~ and families where t:7e can en-
st while on joy ourselves mmong iruis and
At the mis- flowers, feeling ° profoundly

reason of relatlonship to the
riter. 2
W Mdestre then, that ¥, when
this paper s dlscovered, there
ere none ot my “kith and kin"
hers to. receive it, that, those
who do get it, will forward this
to them, wherever they may be.
1 write this, for these reasons:
First, I am not marrled,

months old. And have no rela-

* tives in North Carolina &t this
¢

T know how greatly I

ime.
- should be pleased NOW to find

such a SCRAP as this, written
by any one of my ancestors
even 40 years ago. And T doubt
not that there may be when this
paper s discovered (as it has
been 100 yvears later.—ISD),
some who will feel such an in-
terest in myself.

1 may yet marry. Though
whom I cannot tell, for T am

unengaged, and not courting

any lady, and perhaps I may
be blessed with affectionste

man gng fond children, who will love

any reminder of thelr father
even as they love him or revere
his memory. But should T not
rry, which Is more than
probable, for the reason that 1
have reached an age when the
chances of marrying are grow-
ing rapldly more and more lim-
ited; and the further reason
that T have been always thus
far very unfortunate in my mat-
rimonial pursnits. Some of my
brothers, or my only slster (God
bless her) may have children
who will remember kindly their
"Uncle Lew,” and be giad to
read and preserve these lines.
T would if my time permitted
te a great deal, but as I have
always Intended if spared to &
sufficlent season to write sl
that T might do here, T will nof.
now go to such length.
T have sald above, that I have

for a wife. I have detalled at
length

ishment STateful to a good
et for all His plessings. and espe-
clally for “casting o'ur lines in

s this dread uon pieasant place:
Up to this time, ovir Orchard
i OF ClreUMm= oonsiste of 297 apple trées, €~
ol unworthy bracing 36 varietfes: 403 peach
Lieut- trees, 19 varieties. 1213 standaxd
o pear trees, 22 varietias, and 294
dwarf pear trees, 71) varietles.
records by I g expect to enlarce the same
es reforred 10 guring the present season Dby
P. Robinson, adding apricot, cherry and
Feak sads Wi plum trees, and o ‘number of
1 presumably dwarf and a few standard pear

trees.

nave also 2 good varle
1. for 3350 o ,..Yf,..mmmama Y S .,.z

children) bids fair to pecome

lovely worman.
cod @ one

1f she makes 28
as her excellent

B iher, she ought to be happy.
(NOTE:This Alice Lenolr
Fteele was born Aug. 9, 1845,
Sept

and died

t. 17, 1917, and

was married on July 31,
Il‘;I. five years after Capt.
Webb wrote his letter, to

lace in Cheraw. Among
Their children were Walter
Steel Covington of Lenoir,

Thom:

ey Covington,
Tettie who married John C.
Birmingham, Corinnz Who
merrl

jed Mr. Tyler, Mary

Wall whe married Sheriff

Homer D. Baldwin—ISL)

Today the hands on this place
are engaged In ditching, setiing

out cuttings

of  Japonicas,

planting peach seed ete.
To you who may read this, T
give this advice and close,

BE HONEST
BE INDUSTRIOUS
BE FRUGAL

SEEK WISDOM
LOVE GOD AND SERVE HIM
AND YOU WILL BE HAPPY!

and especislly that of my love.
B

for, and engagement to Miss

J. Ledbetter, 8s also the cir-
cumstances of the breaking off
of that engagement. She 1s still
unmarried, and need I-say that
she still dear to me, though

1s
I have long since given up ali,

s of ever marrylng her.
NOTE: This “Miss E. J.

- wis Miss Ellza

John Tedbetter of Anson
county born Jan. 16, 1839,
and died Nov. 27, 1912. She
was married ahout 2 vear
after Capt. Lewis Webb
wrote this letter — married

—Lewis Henry Webh"

¢ First Lieut- trees, 19 varieties. 120 standard
&) pear trees, 22 varletls, and 294
dwarf pear trees, T) varicties.

apricot,
Leak: sadh Wi plum trees, and 2 'pumber of
3 presumably dwarf and @ few staadard pear
trees.

We have also a good varlety
of everblooming rose bushes and
some of the cholcest eversreens.
5 1% 1867, B15 The first trees rafsed by us
(it claime-deed  which were put in market were
Wehb's widow 50 apple trees sold by L. H. Webb
to B. B. Huske, Bsq. of Fayette-
Anyside: ouse, Ville af 12%e.

Our largest_customers are P.
Simmes B, ik and Toie Hissk:

ames P. Leak, and Luke Black-
sewis and wite T Fasy of

1 have long since glven up all,
hopes of ever marrying her.
(NOTE: This “Miss E. J.
Tedbetter” was Miss Elftzx

John Tedbetter of Anson
county born Jan. 16, 1839,
and died Nov. 27, 1912. She
was married abor

William Rennett Little who
died in 1910. They made
their home on the Little big
plantation  some _twelve
mile southwest of Wades-

no
in 1959 there are 21 grand-
sons and innumerable great

‘The foregoing was written by
Col. Walter Leak Steele to be
‘ot 47. He was plastered up in the space over
ted the day window.

The land to us, and

One of the
grandsons in Wadesboro Is
our friend Hal Litile. But
with Eliza John living some
30 or more miles

i married 3. A. Upon Which we are now operat-

", Boctick, John Ing. consists of 225 acres bought

{ Wn'smt of Mrs. Mourning P. Robinson,

<hing! > widow of Colonel Charles Rob-

g between e ingon deceased, at the price of
$4.00 per acre.

gh . The total up to
this time are about $3000.
. T;h:’s egterpnsc was much rid-
arlng down fculed by many cltizens of
« e ‘mue Rockingham, chief among
B e fead Whom Was ‘Rabt. L. Steele @
I’r:t:lm el 10, Prother of one of the Proprie-
" tors.™

aybe all of thla
ange reading! Tem 6

(a detafled perzonal letter by

———————"" Lewls Henry Webb)

due attention. November 17, 1850
Todsy, the plasterers beln
about to enclose a considerable
w3 space over the bay window at
etters and Jtems the eastern end of this house,
) paper, on $he 1 have asked Colonel W. L.
sh was written Steele to write a brief history

D of the “Sunnyside Nurseries and
Pomological Gardens” to_drop
m 4 therein, thinking that if the

sheet ruled on house stands as long as wooden
itten o ink:  bulldings generally do In this
country, say forty or fifty years,
nsoever This that it ‘might prove interesting
Come: our successors, or to thoss
some torward and who may demolish this building,
some of my des- {o resd of what may then be,
1w are in this vl “4he olden time” The Colonel
‘orward to any of having complied. while T was
herever they oY lathing a niche over the fire-
ade at Rocky Il place in the East room (and
; which he will persist In calling
sessful.” a “fish basket,” though I think
L. H. Webb 1 extremely classic, and there-

fore quite sugwestive, rather
em S 2 beautiful Statuette than sn;f
was written I thing Fishy,) I have determined
9 by Colonel (1a- 10 add a few private thonghts,
W. L. Steele Dbe if they should not be found un-
In the space over til this house is torn down on
7 In this SunDy- aceount of ol age or decav. T
s house. Colonel can hardly thirk they will fall
was born April 18, into the hands of. and he read
by any ome whe will feel any
wms in Congress particular Interest in them, hy

100 years ago,
the wonder is that Capt.
Webh ever got a chance to,
court her.—ISL).

This year (1859) in June T ad-
dressed a Miss Fanny LeGrand
who rejected me. (This young
lady was Miss Frances LeGrand
married four years later on July
15, 1863, to Capt. W. I. Everett.
Frances was born Feb. 8, 1840,
and dled October 3, 1906 —ISL).
I love her, but I had been
schooled on & bitter school, and
have learned to besr such dis-
appolntments with fortitude.

T have been residing in this
building since April of 1859,
feading & fonely bachelor's life,
slghing for a congenlal spirit,
in a’ wite.

I mean to try again soon, but
who. T know not.

I am Clerk of the County
Court of Richmond county, @nd
my record book speaks for my
official capaelty. T am now in

he third year of my second
t:!u‘\ llr;lsg.st }I‘mve been elect-
ed in when just 25
old). Whether or not I &hﬂll’se:::
the office again, I do not know.
{hh:;v;: becnhuzld by goed friends

A can have it
deYere it BlmEwl

am assisting a cal -
ter by the name of Mosey tn
building a house for John D.
Shaw, Fsq. a lawyer reslding in
g&cl;:;mhgmml am only assist-
im 1
e hy Ing his hands for
start on this job as he 1s
honest and ingenious mechm:l:
who “deserves assistance from
all good men. I do not ask for
or expect any other reward
than a consciousness of having
ak;::dstan.lﬂm"m‘ man,
eht T took tes with
friend Colonel Welter srcelel.n%'
found his son James unwell, Hig
danghte= Alice (the oldest of his

Lo
H 95




